
"So,ne Empirc-l11l\k(m.;: 11uvo been had 
aud vicious Illeli. lll' no s(rotch of im­
agilUllion cOlliii Caestii' or Napoleoll nos­
sibly be described as good meil. !lilt 
these £haraeteristics hav<l liet been con­
fined to tho makers of· Emplr~e. . In 
the list of tlH) men who ha,'o made the 
British Em-iro w" find that moral vir­
tu,,", a spirit of humanity, aud ullnl­
llloab puritanical forv<lUl' huv" heen 
mol'€) comlllon qllalities than thoso of 
the filibUster. In India, ancr a cure-: 
fill examination of tho (i\-idenee, I. hold 
that liO Sti~8tnl!tiltl ellst;. cnn bo mado 
Ollt against Clive 01' Warrt>iJ Hastings. 
I~qllally untnie was it that tho ndtisli 
Empiro was acq'uired in a fit of abseilce 
(If. ·mind. It had been tIle work 'of 
tim" and of many minds. Warren 
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e/fort,· . tho British Em-
pire as it now . .It is the largest 
Empire· that .. now. exists 01' that evet· 
has existed. J;t is \lIliQ\lO in ohQraeter 
und orgnillisation., Wll<~l'cvCl' thIS Nm­
pii'" has extended its borders, thore 
misery ana oppressinu, anarchy nnd 
destitution, snperstition amI bigotry, 
have tended to disappear, and have 
been replaced by pcace, justice, pros­
perity, humanity, and freedom ·of 
thoui1ht, s',eecb, nnil netion, and wllat 
is UllI<J.UG in thobistory of gtllpire~; by 
a passIOn of loyalty and enthusiasm. 

"WIlen ROllle was threatened by the 
barbarians, she called to her standard 
her scattered legions from far and ncar, 
and they frcqucntly rehellc.d lind mn­
tiilied on the way. Bllt thore novel' 
rallied to her aid the offspring of her 
loins, a. Australia and Canada poured 
their "oluntec!' lilllllhood into Sout.h I 
Africn: This Hmpil'e .seems to he idel1~ 
tified with the idea of a single and 
p0wcrfnl Sovereign. As Caesur was 
£0;",<1 to be essential to the ElIlpire 
d ~.:Ul1loJ so the- British· liJmpil'o seems 
to ))" ills"l'orablo ··1ro.l!1 the idcn of u 
sin~de Sovcreiml of allCi~llt, linea go and 
persollal prestige. . A British Em1?i!'" 
that had lio visible<' head but a Prm,,, 
I1Hnistel' OJ' ("'Cll tlw l'l'esidont of a He< 
public \I'o\1ld not last tivollty.five years; 
anil he looked .forward to the day whell 
tho Sovereign would visit 'his dominion" 
in )>ei'sonand hold. his COlll't in Cal­
cutta 01' Quebec. 

"The British l~mpire was llOt mili­
tal''!. Iiko that. of Romo nor federal, 
like that. of Gel'many. He know of no 
more nnposito imago of it than tho 
planct Sutlu'n with his rings: 

Still as, while Satntll whirls, his 
, steadfast shade . 

Sleeps on his lilminous ring. . 
Thcse islands 'vorc tho 'heart a11(1 ~.o!,e 
of the Empire. l~imnd the centi'e were 
t,vo rings of scarcely inferior bright­
ness-th" self-govcrning colonicsi and 
the darl,"r rim of Indin-a whirlpool 
of scintillating stars drawn into the 
.Hme orbit. 


