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“Some Empire-makeors have been bad
and vieious meti, By no stretch of im-
agination could Cafsai or Napoleoh nos-
sibly be descrihed as food men. DBut
these charactoristics have ot been con-
fined to tho makers of Bmpirés. In
the list of the men who have made the
British Bm~ire we find that moral vir-
tues, a spirtt of humenity, and an-al-
most puritanieal fervour “have heen

morg common qualities than those of
the filibuster. In India, afier a cave-
ful examination of the évidence, I hold
that 10 gubstaittial ease.can bo made
out against €live or Warren Hastings,
Tqually untrie was it that the British
Empire was fdcquired in a fit of absence
of mind., It had been the work of
time and of many minds. Warren
Hastings anc Wolﬁesiey foresaw an In-
dia. very different” from the India of
the counting-liouse. Rhodes conesived

‘« British Afriea stretching from the

northern to the southern seas. Ie
would describe the Empire, therefore,
as tho result, not of an accident, or a
series of accidents; but of an instinet
—that ineradicable and djvinely im-
[anted impulse, which Jias sent The.
Tnglighman Torth. into the uttermost
parts of thoe earth, and made him there
the parent of new societice and the
architect of unpremediated creations.
“As™a result of three centuries of
such effort, we have the British Twm-
Ere as it now exists, It is the largest
Crpire - that unow. exists or that ever
has existed. It is unique in oharacter
and orgainisation. . Wherever this
pire has extended its borders, thore
misery and oppression, anarvchy and
destitution, superstition and Digotry,
have tended  to disappear, and. have
been replaced by peace, justice, pros-
perity, humanity, and frecdom of
thought, sweech, and action, and what
is unique in the history of Kmpires, by

2 passion of loyalty and enthusiasm.
“When Rome was threatened by the
barbarians, she called to her standard
her scatterad legions from far and near,
and they frequently rebelled and mu-
tinied on the way. But there never
rallied to ber aid the offspring of her
loins, as Australia and Camnada poured
thieir volunteer thanhood inte South
Africa. This Bmpire seems to he iden-
tified with the idea of a single and
powerfal Sovereign,  As Caesar was
found te De cssentinl to the Empire
ci semo, so the British limpire scems
to he inseparable “from the idea of o
single Sovereion of ancient lineage and
personal prestige. ~ A British limpire
that had no visiblé”head but a Prime
Minister or even the Presideny of a Re-
publie would not last tiventy-five years;
and he looked forward to the day when
tho Sovereign would visit his dominions
in peison -and hold bhis Court in Cal-
eutta or Quebec. ) .
““Phe British Impire was not mili-
tarv. like that of Rome, nor federal,
like that of Germany. Efe_ knoew of ne
more apposite image of it than the
planet Saturn with his rings: .
Still as, while ‘Saturn whirls, his

" steadfast shade )

Slecps on his luminous ring.
These islands vwere the heart and core
of the Fmpire. Round the centie were
two rings of scarcely inferior Dlright-
ness—the self-governing colonies, and
the darker rim of India—a whirlpool
of scintillating stars drawn into the
same orhit, -




